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Family Awareness
Day a Success!

Substance Abuse Free Environ-
ment (SAFE), Inc. is an alcohol and
substance abuse prevention, inter-
vention and education agency es-
tablished in 1981 to combine the
strengths of the public and private
sectors in the community to provide
alcohol and drug prevention servic-
es. Its board is composed of finan-
cial professionals, parents, police
personnel, educators, health care
professionals, and business profes-
sionals. Membership is open to resi-
dents and agency representatives of
the community who support the
mission and vision of the organiza-
tion. SAFE’s mission is to eliminate
alcohol and substance abuse among
youth and adults in Glen Cove
through a sustainable coalition.

On Saturday, June 18, families
joined together at Morgan Park for
SAFE Inc. PRIDE Coalition’s 4th
Annual Family Awareness Day.
Funded by the Glen Cove Commu-
nity Development Agency and in
collaboration with family and youth

- serving agencies, the event served

as a venue to provide age appropri-
ate alcohol and substance abuse
prevention literature in a non-
threatening environment that facili-
tates parent-child dialogue about
this very important topic. This
year’s celebration offered parents
and children a fun-filled day in the
sun complete with food, games, raf-
fle prizes, and music.

(continued on page 28)

Mayor Suozzi presents SAFE, Inc. with a Certificate of Recognition. Pictured with the youth members of the PRIDE Youth Committee: Councilman
Sean Dwyer, Glen Cove City Council; Georgie Connett, SAFE executive board chair; Reverend William Wendler, SAFE executive board member;
Carol Meschkow, Tobacco Action Coalition; Mary Cooper, SAFE executive board member; Mayor Ralph Suozzi; Dr. Sharon Harris, SAFE executive
director; Michael Estabillo, SAFE administrative assistant; Brenda Garcia, Parent Committee member; Paula Castiglia, PRIDE project coordinator.
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“Family Awareness day is a great day for
families in Glen Cove. Set at a beautiful lo-
cation, families gather to have wholesome
family fun and parents can take advantage
of the information available regarding alco-
hol and drug abuse,” commented Council-
man Tony Jimenez, PRIDE Community
committee chair. “Strong family involve-
ment is a key ingredient in keeping our
children safe. Having events like this a win-
win situation for all involved. We are fortu-
nate to have such dedicated staff and volun-
teers in our community.”

The day was quite a success as over 250
Family Awareness Day participants were
provided with literature and resources re-
garding substance abuse, underage drink-
ing, and Social host laws. A plethora of in-
formation about resources available in Glen
Cove from social/emotional support servic-
es to the array of recreational programs of-
fered for youth in the city were also provid-
ed by volunteers from organizations includ-
ing the Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club, The
Glen Cove Youth Bureau, the Tobacco Ac-
tion Coalition, Health First and EOC.

“Family Awareness Day is an important
event in our community. I once again
thank SAFE Inc. and the PRIDE Project
Coalition for giving us the opportunity to
bring families together and educate them
on the dangers of substance abuse. This is
a wonderful educational experience that
allows us to open up and maintain the
channels of communication between par-
ents and children and to let them know
that our community offers them an exten-
sive support system,” stated Mayor
Suozzi, who presented SAFE Inc. with a
Certificate of Recognition, commending
the hard work and dedication of the
agency and the PRIDE Coalition. “I am
thankful to them for all of their hard work
in supporting the families in our commu- better futures by preparing them to make
nity and for striving to give our children  better choices each and every day.”

Children also enjoyed face-painting by
the PRIDE coalition’s youth committee
“Speak Up, Get Heard” and the Glen Cove
Boys & Girls Club. Carnival games were
played by all, and children lined up for a
chance to enjoy the Jelly Bean Bounce.

Volunteers from the Glen Cove EMS
hosted a touch-a-truck event where youth
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Children enjoy refreshments served by volunteers.

received an up-close, real-life look at the
exciting world of EMS trucks, including
trying on some equipment and climbing
in the front seat to pose for a picture. Re-
freshments were served throughout the af-
ternoon, including hot dogs, popcorn, cot-
ton candy, and snow cones. Beverages
were donated by Frank’s Beverage and
Stop & Shop. Raffle prizes were distrib-
uted, including family friendly games do-
nated by the Glen Cove Youth Bureau,
summer fun activities and gift certificates
for local eateries and entertainment.

For more information regarding SAFE,
Inc., the PRIDE Coalition, and photos of
Family Awareness Day 2011, visit
www.safeglencove.org. or call the SAFE,
3.

T'he Tobacco Action Coalition provides
:ommunity members with information
about the dangers of tobacco use. Inc office at 676-200
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Children play Carnival games, provided by
Jelly Bean Entertainment.

The POSKEVG Place For Kids

The Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club provides information about Youth Services in Glen Cove. Glen Cove EMS provides Touch-a-Truck tours to youth and their families.



