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Making a
Difference
With PRIDE

SAFE is committed to fighting alcohol
and drug use by youth in Glen Cove.

by Laura Lane
Commurnity confrittor

AFE, Inc.’s PRIDE Coalition, was created
in 2003 with community volunteers,

local government and agencies to change

(=
L=

cormumunily norms about alcohol and substance abuse

in the Glen Cove community

The only subatance b preveniiom amency in Glen Cove.
aAFE. gamered community support to educate local youth and

their families w0 coordinate prevention and intervention pro-

grams and services, The PRIDE Coalition slowly evolved into ¢

recagnizable community resource for drug and alcohol preven-
ton, milerveniion and education through strategic planning and
standardized needs assessments which helped 1w guide SAFE s
ooals and objectives, Since 204, SAFI
Federal Drug Free Communities Support Program funds to sup

porT als S OogiAnLicm

1as been receiving

‘For ten vears we have becn on @ mission 1o ey to eliminate
drug and alcohol abuse in the community,” said Safe Board
“There have been a lot of positive
5AFE und the PRIDE Project Co

teon, I8 tukes all sectors of the community o do this swork,’

Cohar Creoree Lonnel
results froan the hard work o
[he Coalition targets vouth ar nisk of becoming substunce
abusers, el parents and the Glen Cove community at large. [
15 eo=Chaired by Councilman Tony Gallo and SAFE Execulive
Drirector, Dr. Sharon Harris.
SAFE is composed of four Commattees: Communits
el ¥ oiith and Farent
e Lommunily Committee serves as a think tank o exam

e ne 1 | HEL =L | S N l\.':l .Iil-.u: .II'II.I IMake recOmmendilimms

It implements media campaigns regarding underage binge
drinking, the enforeement of underage drninking laws and the
mocull Hist Low and helps o implement the City Prevemion
Mission Statement.

Lnder the Feadership of Clsnrman Councilman '['-'-|l:. Jimi-
ey, Lilem Cove becaime the first municipality in Massau County
o suceesstully draft and codify a Social Host Law. This sweep

it illeg:

1@ legislation makes | o allow any person under the

Fo . i
age of 21 o consume aleohiol o the honsehaold

Cither snanves accomplished by the committes include

The SAFE, In<, staff at & Town Mall meeting. The organization is & group
made up of valunteers, bocal government and other agengies, Dwer
the years, they have launched a number of campaigns with the goal
of educating the youth of Glan Cove and their families on slcohol and
substance abuse,

Phoio ooarie sy of SAFE

Propect 21, which polices details to identify vendors s serv
to minors and Shoulder Tap Policing Details. Enforcement ef-
fors have also focused on sdults providing alcohol to minors
conduct these details because the Lrug Fre

Grant that SAFE received indicated that i was a proven stral

“We decided 10

cgy that we could employ 1w combat underage drinking,™ sais
Cilen Cove Pahee LE Chostopher Ot Com nunity Comin i1
I8 member

[he Community Commitee has also implemented »
prevention awareness Campigns |.'u'||.-.'.||'||_: the Parents YW ho
Host Lose the Most Campaign. which provided educational
workshops tor parents cutlining the new Social Host Law and

IS

the distnibution of numerous materials including Avers, stickers
and posters throughout the cty and school district, The Lock
Lp Your Med s Campaaign, which is a collaboration with local
pharmacies launched through the senior center to help elimisate
one of the newer abuses amsong youth. prescnption drugs. Other
nitiatives include SAFE Downtown and SAFE Glen Cove

under the direction of Fruncene Koshler, execative director



of the Downiown Businegss Improvement Distrct, and SAFE

Hosrmes canpagns These initiatives werg il'l'.|'|!i."|'|L|'l|-'I| I""- the
Coalifion to promote |'n._'h||l':'|--|-."'|l." businass pracices ;'a.'l'.-lil'.il'.'__'
» the sale of aleohol and provide an oppartunity for familes
1 apenly pledge 1o not host to minors. The campaign involved

on agresment betwesn homeownersbusinessas with SAFE
'n|'||_'I| |1:\-\. ||:q.'_-. |'l|;.'q,|;__"\,,'l,| Il T SErve wlgohce] 1o minors Eaxch
home/business that signed the pledge was given a SAFE Rome
Business sticker o announce thelr commitnen

I'he School Commitee utilizes survey data to dentify and
rr“-, [ r:\.“_-..,_-l'"_i“n activings and :'-rll_r"".l'll'\- |-"' :'\-I wuih: ."\.|"'.I.‘I-\.|
arid enhance the health education curriculum 1o address needs
assessment duta: enforce the district’s tobagco policy and
drup=iree school rones; pamcipaie 1n asscssIng and analyzing
rool causes of substance abuse problems in the community and
implementation of evidence based prevention programs

It is chaired by Director of Health and Physical Edwcation
for the Glen Cove School District Chairs the School Comnut-
iz, Denise Kiernan, Bepresentatives from the I assgy Couny
District Attorney’s office are brought in bi-annually 10 present
iheir Choices and Consequences programs to high school junior
and wembors belore [prsm Lime

Party Patrols is pnother initiative that SAFE has become

iavelved in to help the vouth of the community. Itis one of sev-

as Teachers and an anti-tobacco campa

eral ongoing policing initiatives utilized through a federal grant

(BRI DT E] .||!-.|q.'|'..|'.:l. drinking in Glen Cove. The Glen Cove Police
have collaboeated with SAFE and have been performing Party

Pairols for the last four vears and it has been successtul

Pary Patrols generally occur during holidays like Huller

e, events like friiuanon and the prom or other s OF Vel

like the swmmer when there is a possibiliny that children and

EenAgers may arcmpa e hueld gathering= or

W put police officers oul in plainclothes that have no other

responsibilities for that shift except the Party Putro 5.7 2x-

olainecd Ortiz. “There are gsually twe esims of two officers that

2o 1o the vsual public available places like beaches and parks

In addition. we try to strategically put them out there during
events like the holidays. They speak to other kids 1o find oul
what's going on.”

The School Committee has also implemented Natwonal
Red Ribbon Week, peer leadership programs such as Teens
2n w rk ng wilh g

wossat Project Coordinator for the Tobacco Acton Coaliton

of Long Island, Carol Meschkow. SAFE recently brought the

Weve Seen Enough Tobacos Marketing campaign | v rlen
Cove High Schoaol,

iz vear, the School Commities participated i the Crrear
L merican Smoke-out. a day set aside annually for people 1o
commit to quit smoking or a1 keast 1o devise a plan to do so
| of the facts
surrounding the dangers of tobacco marketing. Stedents then
video, [f Walls Could Talk and Changes. in thair

health elasses. The films were tailored fur young people show-

I'he '-'.|.'|.':.|l.'-l1'__' Lick of f |'IL'_-_'_|'1 with a review of a

viewed the

ing the power of advertising and how ihis advertising can led
them o make a decision to start smoking without them even
calizing 11

The Youth Committes strives o identify and provide
prevention activities and programs for youth and participate 19
il planning activites regarding younh targeted W help reduce
vouth drug and alcohol use.

The |:_.\,1||l||'i'.'_|_'._' is .\_.'I-l:_lll.'.ill.'-;- ""\- the Exed wrive Direcqor of
the Glen Cove Youth Burean, Arlene O Dl and
tive Director of the Glen Cove Boys and Girls Club, Melissa
Rhosdes. There have been notable initatives which me lude:
Wational Drug Facts Week informational displays at the Maddie

and High Schools', Lights on After School at the Glen Cove

ithe BExecu

Rows and Girls Club 1o outreach o parents and disseminate
drug and alcohol prevention materials. Also. the wnmuil distre-
n of prevention, intervention and education materiils at

e Coalition’ s Annual Family Awareness Day held at Morgan
Purk in June.

The Parent Committee utilizes survey data to act as a bi-
lingual parent resource for prevention. education. miervention
and research on aleobol and substance wbuse. Partnering with
the Glen Cove Sehoel District’s PTA Coungil

s successfully implemented Parent University, which ase fres

professionl workshops for parcnts reganding needs assessment
At on aleohol, wbacco and other drug use, The commities
participates in assessing and analyzing root cases qf substance
ghuse problems in the community and heips develop. promolbe
and attend the following Coalition activities and events Sl
Health and Fitness Fair, Family University, Red Ribbon Week

Cemrfimmaesd a2 KT ol
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Top: SAFE (len Cove PRIDE Project Coalition teasms up with the Junior
Socoer League to at a Health & Fitness Fair.

Top right: & Parent University presentation aon Bullying Prevention at
Grbbn Elementary Schoal.

Middie lefu: Glen Cove Schoals reinforce SAFES PRIDE Project's message
af living a drug-free festyle duning Red Riblson Week sach year.
Middle:PRIDE Project Coalition's Schaal Committes and the Teens

Az Teachers Club participate in the "We've Seen Enough Tabacoa
Markating” Campaign.

Eotiom left: Massan County Legislator Dwella DeRiggi-Whitten and Tony
Jiminez of SAFE Inc.'s at SAFE's annual Family Awareness Day,

Bottom center: Glen Cowe PRIDE Project Coalition’s *Lock Up Your Mads®
campaign.

Baottam right: Police Sgt. Christopher Ortiz, Ph.D. presented, “Bullying
and the Legal Consequences.” at & recen presentation,

Dagy

Continned from previois pa e

Every two vears i Town Hall meeting is held where the
resuils from the Bach-Harrison Prevention Meeds Assessment
survey, which has been adminisiered by the Glen Cove School
Drisdrict since 2008 to students in grades &, B, 10 and 12, are
ciscwssed The survey nssesses the use of aleohol, marijuana
Lobseca and other d rags I'\. Glen Cove oaith. Al the town hall
mgeting. this information is dhared with an audience mprised
of educators, communty leaders. public officials, parents and
vililh, 3 AFE then moves forward with ininatves o help ad-
dress the results of the survey,

||ll.' S -\.':"\- 1% .|'l\.'..| (%] fauge ||I|. |.'|.|-\.'| Nveness o '_|'||_"' |:|
wliiiom”™ s efforts and o remain cognizunt of the alcohol and
substance abuse rends that need 1o be addressed, These efforts,
coupled with ongoing strategic planning sessions guide the
Coalition o achicwve the gukils amd obpectives. At the town
hall meeting Dr. Bernard 5. Gorman, Gront Evalwatoe and a re
search peychologst, presented the survey resulis vaing a Power
Poant presentation. This year’s results incicated that the initia-
tives are working. but thar there 1s =till a great deal of waork 1o
b done in the prevention of underage drinking, marijuana and
tobaccn use

In order 1o be successful. no maner how committed, an or-
gamzihion needs the cooperation of local leaders. Glen Cove's
Mayor Ralph Sucz# bas always supported SAFE. In a recent
i hall meeting, Mayor Suoee said that the Coalition and
s aceomplishments iruly reflect the essence of communits
ollaborations. which is the kev 1o suceess for any grassroots
change. The Mayor has been honora vy Chair of the Coalition
ance taking othee and = a former member of the Coalition s
qarent Committes.

For further information on any SAFE. [ne. PRIDE Project
Coalition and their initianyves comact Coalition Coordinato
Liimee Abrabiom ol S16-676-20018. SAFE Inc, i= a '|.1|||1||||'|

siibalance abuse education and prevention agency located in

Lrlen Cove. Visit our wehsite i ﬁill:':__'ll'l'.\,"'\"-x' orz and follow us

on Facebook at facehook,cor L lenCovePrideCoalition,

Tell us
what you . - .
THINK ' hibumagazine.com/survey
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