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SAFE Glen Cove Coalition: Opioid Epidemic-Pharmacy Chains Face First Trial 

According to a recent article in The New York Times, four large pharmacy chains are set to face their first 
trial over the deadly U.S. opioid epidemic, creating new pressure to reach settlements with state and 
local governments who accuse them of contributing to the public health crisis. 

The Ohio counties of Lake and Trumbull allege that oversight failures at pharmacies run by Walgreens 
Boots Alliance  Inc., CVS Health Corp, Walmart Inc. and Giant Eagle Inc. led to excessive amounts of 
opioid pills in their communities. Lawyers for the counties and companies will deliver opening 
statements to a federal jury in Cleveland, where thousands of similar lawsuits against pharmaceutical 
companies, drug distributors and pharmacies are pending. 

More than 3,300 cases have been brought largely by state and local governments seeking to hold the 
companies responsible for an opioid abuse epidemic that U.S. government data shows led to nearly 
500,000 overdose deaths from 1999 to 2019. Should a jury find the companies liable, U.S. District Judge 
Dan Polster will later determine how much they must pay to abate, or address, the epidemic in the 
communities. 

Lawyers for the local governments have said the pharmacy chains are among their next targets for 
settlement. At trial, the two counties are expected to argue the pharmacies created a public nuisance by 
failing to identify red flags and ensure prescriptions were valid, causing an oversupply of pills, overdoses 
and deaths. The national chain pharmacies refused to give their pharmacists the necessary tools and 
opportunities to follow the law and stop the diversion and improper sale of opiates.  

The companies deny wrongdoing, saying criminals were more likely to obtain opioids illegally from other 
sources, including pill mills, crooked doctors and drug traffickers. The trial comes after the three largest 
U.S. distributors that supply pharmacies - McKesson Corp, Cardinal Health Inc. and AmerisourceBergen 
Corp. and the drugmaker Johnson & Johnson  in July proposed paying up to $26 billion to settle cases 
against them.  

A bankruptcy judge in August approved a settlement by OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma LP and its 
wealthy Sackler family owners that the company values at more than $10 billion.  



The pharmacy chains in the Ohio case have only settled one case nationally. Ahead of a trial in New 
York, they and Rite Aid Corp agreed pay $26 million to settle with two counties. Rite Aid settled pre-trial 
in Ohio and agreed to pay Trumbull at least $1.5 million. Lake County has not disclosed its recovery. 

The New York Times is an American daily newspaper based in New York City with a worldwide 
readership. For more information please visit www.nytimes.com. 

The SAFE Glen Cove Coalition is conducting an opioid prevention awareness campaign entitled. “Keeping 
Glen Cove SAFE,” in order to educate and update the community regarding opioid use and its 
consequences. To learn more about the SAFE Glen Cove Coalition please follow us on 
www.facebook.com/safeglencovecoalition  or visit SAFE’s website to learn more about the Opioid 
Epidemic at www.safeglencove.org.  

 

 

 


