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SAFE Glen Cove Coalition: Health and Human Services New Overdose Prevention Strategy

The United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a new program designed
to increase access to the full range of care and services for individuals who use substances that cause
overdose, and their families. This new strategy focuses on the multiple substances involved in overdose
and the diverse treatment approaches for substance use disorder.

This new strategy changes how the overall issues of overdoses and death is addressed by focusing on
people—putting the very individuals who have struggled with addiction in positions of power. American
Rescue Plan funds will be utilized to move the strategy forward.

The overdose epidemic has developed over the past decades, from increases in the prescribing of
opioids in the 1990s, to rapid increases in heroin overdoses starting around 2010, to growth in
overdoses from illicitly-manufactured synthetic opioids like fentanyl beginning in 2013. The epidemic
continues to evolve, underscored by increased overdose deaths involving stimulants.

The new strategy prioritizes four key target areas—primary prevention, harm reduction, evidence-based
treatment, and recovery support—and reflects the Biden-Harris Administration principles of maximizing
health equity for underserved populations, using best available data and evidence to inform policy and
actions, integrating substance use disorder services into other types of health care and social services,
and reducing stigma. It recognizes that the full continuum of integrated care and services are needed to
help prevent substance use, expand quality treatment, and sustain recovery from substance use
disorders, all while emphasizing the Department’s commitment to helping historically underserved
populations. The strategy also breaks new ground by providing coordinated, federal support for harm
reduction and recovery support, which have been supported by grassroots efforts for decades.

The HHS Overdose Prevention Strategy will continue to build on the Biden-Harris Administration’s year
one drug policy priorities and actions taken by the Administration to address addiction and the overdose

epidemic since January, including removing barriers to prescribing medication for opioid use disorder
and providing billions in new funding for prevention, treatment, harm reduction and recovery support
services.



The American Rescue Plan, which President Biden signed into law in March 2021, appropriated over $2
billion to enable the Department’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) and the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to expand access to vital
services that would support strategy implementation.

The President’s Fiscal Year 2022 proposed budget for HHS on drug-related programs and initiatives
totals $11.2 billion across HHS, $3.9 billion more than in FY 2021, a 54 percent increase from FY 2021
Enacted, and includes funding to expand access to substance use prevention, treatment, harm
reduction, and recovery support services; as well as funding to bolster the nation’s behavioral health
infrastructure. SAMHSA’s FY 2022 budget request includes $3.5 billion for the Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Block Grant. The FY 2022 request also included, for the first time, a 10
percent set-aside for recovery support services. At HRSA, $1.1 billion in mandatory and discretionary
funding is requested in FY 2022 to support the substance use disorder responses in community health
centers, invest in the National Health Service Corps, develop the behavioral workforce, and expand
substance use disorder response in rural America.

The United States Department of Health & Human Services (HHS), also known as the Health
Department, is a cabinet-level executive branch department of the U.S. federal government with the
goal of protecting the health of all Americans and providing essential human services. For more
information please visit www.hhs.gov. For more information on the new Overdose Prevention Strategy,
visit: www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/.

The SAFE Glen Cove Coalition is conducting an opioid prevention awareness campaign entitled. “Keeping
Glen Cove SAFE,” in order to educate and update the community regarding opioid use and its
consequences. To learn more about the SAFE Glen Cove Coalition please follow us on
www.facebook.com/safeglencovecoalition or visit SAFE’s website to learn more about the Opioid

Epidemic at www.safeglencove.org.




